
A New Stake in the Ground… 

For the past several years, I have found myself enacting a sort of ritual on Easter 

morning. It started as an accident and turned into more of a planned activity. I say 

goodbye to John and Ruthie and get in my car to drive to church. But, first I reach 

for my iPod and turn on Mumford and Sons. They have a song that I always listen 

to called “Roll Away Your Stone”. 

I crank up the music and sing the first lyrics. “Roll away your stone; I’ll roll away 

mine.” The driving guitar compels me to start bopping my head and I do a sort of 

dance with my shoulders. I’m sure I look strange to passersby. But, it’s Easter! It’s 

a time for dancing and celebration. 

I make sure to sing every word of the song I know that not every lyric has a direct 

parallel to Christ’s passion story. However, it is a song about darkness permeating 

everything we see and how our souls long for something more. It’s a song about 

grace and pilgrimage. 

I keep singing until I reach some of the final lyrics. “I’ll be found with my stake 

stuck in this ground marking the territory of this newly impassioned soul.” 

What a great way to explain the joy of Easter — marking new territory for newly 

impassioned souls. The darkness of suffering and evil does not overcome us, just 

as it didn’t overcome Christ. After weeks of Lent, after the darkness of             

crucifixion, we can roll away our stones! We can live with a newly impassioned 

soul full of abundant life. I look forward to seeing you on Easter Sunday where we 

will mark Christ’s new territory of hope. 

APRIL 2019 

The Carillon  

Church Staff 

 Rev. Amy Wiles, 
Pastor/Head of Staff 

 Rev. Pat Geadelmann,  
Associate Pastor of 
Care and Visitation 

 Stephanie Swenson,  
Director of Children, 
Youth and Families 
 

 Kelley Galyen  

Office Manager 

 Dakota Andersen,           
Sanctuary Choir      
Director 
 

 Melody Steed,                
Handbell Choir        
Director 

 Brenda Sevcik,                
Organist/Accompanist 

Inside this issue: 

Note from Pastor 

Amy Cont. 

Communion 

Adult Bible Studies 

Lent Activities 

2 

Holy Week     

Schedule and     

Activities 

One Great Hour of 

Sharing 

3 

Confirmation 

Thank You 

New Beginnings 

Pulpit Flowers 

4 

Elevator Update 

Session Update 

Stewardship Report 

5 

Children, Youth and 

Families 

T-Shirt Order and 

Coins for Camp 

6 

PWC 

Prime Timers 

March Birthdays 

Care Packages 

7 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH –WATERLOO, IOWA 

A note from Pastor Amy 

Any day, the Wiles will welcome a new baby boy into our family. (I guess we are   

celebrating the season of new life in a literal fashion with the due date on April 22!) 

Ruthie, John, and I are very excited! 

I am grateful that Session approved 12 weeks of maternity leave with me returning to 

the office mid-July. Their decision gives me the time needed to physically recover and 

prepare to return to a demanding pastoral schedule. The time is especially helpful since 

I am still scheduled to take a class for my doctoral program in the middle of maternity 

leave. Most importantly, this time away will help our family establish a solid        

foundation for a new chapter of our lives. 

Session has hired Rev. Gary Catterson to help with worship and pastoral needs in my 

absence. Rev. Catterson has served as pastor of Community Presbyterian Church in 

Postville, IA for over 20 years. He is retiring on Easter Sunday and plans to move  

closer to his children who live in Waterloo. Gary is a personable, warm pastor, and I 

know that you will enjoy getting to know him. 

     (Note from Pastor Amy continued on Pg. 2) 
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Our weekly Bible Study meets each Tuesday at Panera 

Bread in Waterloo from 8:30-9:30 a.m.  The group      

discusses the upcoming sermon text for the week.  There is 

always lively discussion, a wide array of perspectives, and 

meaningful sharing.  All are      

welcome, and we hope you come!   

The final Bible Study will be  

Tuesday, April 23. We will begin 

to meet again in the fall. 

April Communion 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated  

during the worship service 

on Sunday, April 14, and 

on Maundy Thursday, 

April 18.   

Lenten Devotions 

Lenten Devotions are available in the Church Office. 

These devotions for each day of Lent by well-known   

preacher Dean Nadasdy will take the reader through 

some of the most familiar teachings of Jesus from his 

Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7 and relate them 

to the events surrounding his life, death and            

resurrection. These devotions powerfully reveal that 

the cross itself becomes the ultimate sermon on the 

mount for our journey through this sacred season.  

Lenten Lunch and Learn 

Join us for TWO more Wednesdays at 12:00 noon in 

Calvin Hall for fellowship, food, and reflection. We will 

meet on the following dates: 

  April 3  April 10 

Pastor Amy continues to lead us in a study that blends 

Scripture with art.  Inspired by the artwork of John   

August Swanson, What Wondrous Love is a series that 

examines the Biblical stories of Holy Week. Videos will 

feature renowned scholars and preachers along with 

beautiful depictions of Swanson's work.   

The Presbyterian Women will provide lunch at a cost of 

$5. We hope you can join us! 

Adult Forum-Lenten Series 

Join as Adult Forum will be continuing Adam 

Hamilton's newest study, Simon Peter: Flawed but 

Faithful Disciple. Peter was not rich or educated, 

but was familiar with hard work. He was quick-

tempered and impetuous, but possessed a passion 

that would change the world. He left everything to 

follow his teacher, yet struggled with doubt and 

fear. Jan Schwab will lead this six-week journey, 

and take an in-depth dive into the life, faith, and 

character of Simon Peter. We hope you join us each 

Sunday at 8:45 in Calvin Hall. 

Coffee Hour on Easter 

On Easter Sunday, we will enjoy coffee 

hour BEFORE the worship service starting at 

9:00 a.m.  We hope that you rise and shine with us 

to enjoy good food and fellowship before            

celebrating the promise of the Resurrection! 

Rev. Catterson will begin the week of May 6th and preach for the first time in worship on May 12. Session 

has asked him to serve 15 hours per week with a few hours spent two days a week in the office. Rev. Catterson will 

be primarily responsible for preaching, worship planning, some administrative duties, staff support, and pastoral 

care. Pastor Pat will take the lead on pastoral care offering support to families in crisis and officiating funerals. She 

will also preach occasionally while I’m gone. Both ministers will be working closely together during my absence 

and I hope you feel free to call on either one as you need them. 

Again, I am very grateful for the church’s support of me and my family. We feel very fortunate to be sharing this 

joyful time with such a loving church family. While I will not be answering email or responding to church and    

pastoral needs, please know that you will all remain in my prayers. I am confident in our staff and church leadership 

as you all continue to be the hands and feet of Christ in our community. 

Much peace, 

Pastor Amy 
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One Great Hour of Sharing 

2019 marks the 70th anniversary of The One Great Hour of Sharing special offering. This 

offering is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together every year to work for a 

better world. First Church has always supported this offering well, and we hope this year 

you will do the same. We will collect our offering on Palm Sunday, April 14. 

The offering supports 3 programs of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. (PCUSA): Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 

the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People. The 3 programs work in different ways to serve 

individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, their work 

fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.   

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is the emergency and refugee program of the PCUSA. The program enables      

congregations and mission partners to witness to the healing love of Christ through caring for communities          

adversely affected by crisis and catastrophic events. 

Presbyterian Hunger Program works to alleviate hunger and eliminate its root causes. The program gave over 125 

grants totaling more than $1.1 million, impacting communities across the United States and 21 other countries, in 

2017. 

The Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People works with low-income communities to overcome 

oppression and injustice. In 2018, SDOP entered into partnership projects focused on advocacy, youth-led            

initiatives, skills development, farming, worker rights, immigration/refugee issues, and capacity building. Over 

5,000 projects in the United States and around the world have had an opportunity to develop solutions to their own 

challenges since SDOP’s inception. 

Please consider how much your financial support, at any level, can help work for a better world. 

2019 Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday, April 14: The Sanctuary Choir , Children, and Youth will process 

with palm branches during the 10:00 a.m. worship service. We invite others to join in 

the procession as well! If you want to join, please meet in the Chapel at 9:45 a.m. that 

Sunday Morning. 

Palm Sunday Potluck: The Chr istian Nur ture and Fellowship team will host a  

potluck following worship on April 14, in the Fellowship Hall. The team will be       

preparing ham balls and scalloped potatoes. The congregation is asked to bring either a vegetable, salad, or dessert 

to share. We ask that you RSVP by April 10. Please plan to enjoy this wonderful fellowship opportunity with us. 

Holy Week Prayer Services: Shor t prayer  services will be held in the Chapel each morning (Monday-Friday) 

at 8:30 a.m. during Holy Week (April 15-19). These services will be an opportunity to start your day with prayer,   

Scripture, and singing. We hope you take advantage of preparing for Easter in this special way. Pastor Pat will 

have a foot washing service during on Thursday morning of this week. 

Maundy Thursday, April 18: Join us at 7:00 p.m. for  a worship service and the celebration of the Lord’s 

Supper. 

Good Friday, April 19: We’ll gather at 7:00 p.m. for a Tenebrae Service (Service of Darkness). 

Easter Sunday, April 21: Join us at 10:00 a.m. as we celebrate the resurrection of our  Lord Jesus Christ. 

There will be no Adult Forum, The Well (Youth Fellowship), or Sunday Supper on Easter. 

Come Decorate the Cross: This year we will again decorate the wooden cross on Easter  morning.   You are   

invited to bring cut flowers of your own preference to adorn the cross.  To ensure enough time for decorating, 

we are asking people to bring their flowers between 9:15 and 9:30 am to the sanctuary.  Coffee and     

breakfast treats will be available in Calvin Hall. The flowers will represent the new life that is offered to 

each of us through Jesus Christ.  We hope you and your family consider joining in this new Easter  tradition. 
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Confirmation Sunday 

We will be celebrating the hard work 

our confirmands have done on their 

journey over the last few months on 

Sunday, April 28. We will celebrate 

during Worship at 10:00 a.m. as well as 

a Reception following during Coffee 

Hour. We invite the congregation to 

bring cards of encouragement and      

celebration for our confirmands on this 

exciting day! 

Openings for Pulpit Flowers in 2019 

The following dates are open to provide pulpit flowers. Please call the Church Office if you wish to reserve one of 

these dates.  They will be filled on a first-come basis.   

We want to inform you of some major changes in our system for pulpit flowers that reflect changes in our church 
office hours.  Remember our church office is closed on Fridays. Therefore, flowers can no longer be delivered to the 
church on Friday in preparation for the Sunday worship service. We are asking all those who provide flowers 
to bring them to the church on the Sunday morning of the service by 9:40 a.m.  An usher will be able to assist you in 
placing the flowers on the pulpit. 

Church leadership understands that this new request might be impossible for some people and we are sorry for the 
inconvenience.  If you have a physical or health-related issue that prevents you from attending on your assigned 
Sunday, please contact the office.  While there is no guarantee, we will 
do our best to arrange for a volunteer to pick up and deliver the flowers on 
your behalf. 

    Open Dates are: 
   April 7  May 19, 26 June 2, 16, 30   
    July 14, 21  August 11, 18  
  September 1, 15, 22 November 10 December 8 

 

New Beginnings Book 

Group 

The New Beginnings Book Group will meet on Thursday,  April 11 

at 9:30 a.m. at Cabin Coffee in Water loo. April’s book is titled 

Saints for All Occasions by J. Courtney Sullivan. For more         

information about this group, please contact Mary Kabel. 

Thank you for your generous monetary gift, the 

quilt kit, and lunch for my retirement. I have been 

overwhelmed with all your cards and well wishes! 

Each of you have been very supportive of me 

while I have worked in the church office these 

past years. I have enjoyed getting to know all of 

you better over the years and supporting each  

other as we worship and serve Christ together. It 

has been great working with Amy, Pat, Jackie, 

and Stephanie. The church office has been a good 

place to finish out my career. I can now look   

forward to spending more time with family and 

friends, but will remain active in PW,            

Piecemakers, and the music programs. 

Thank you all. —Marie 

A heartfelt thank you to the First Church family. There are so 

many people I owe a debt of gratitude to: 

 To the staff (past and present) for their trust in me 

and for giving me the gift of their friendship. You made  

coming to work a joy. 

 To Don and Jan Schwab, Gary and Judy Lee, Craig 

and Lynda Cose for all their work in making the retirement 

reception so special. 

 To the members and friends of First Church who 

have  always been so supportive and kind. I so appreciate 

your well-wishes on my retirement as well as the beautiful 

quilt kit and “love gift” I received. 

I will treasure the happy memories we’ve shared as I begin 

this new chapter in my life. 

God bless you all, —Jackie 
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Elevator Update! 

We made a big announcement at the annual meeting of the Congregation Sunday, March 10: Our elevator is paid 

off! 

We always knew we would get it paid off, but we did not expect to get it done in such a speedy fashion. A loan from 

the Foundation as well as the generous gifts of the congregation made this project happen. We set a timetable of 

three years to collect pledges and get the project done. 

The project was completed in 2018, and we were able to pay off the Foundation loan with interest in January 2019. 

Thanks to everyone for your generous donations! We are blessed to have such a kind and giving congregation and 

this could not have been done without your support. 

But we still need your pledges completed! There are still several gifts with pledges that will continue through June 

of this year. Please continue to make your commitment! 

Pledges still coming in will be put toward the decommissioning of the old elevator. We cannot leave the old elevator 

as is. It must be decommissioned. The costs of that project are not yet known. 

We plan to have a celebration of the elevator project later this year, sometime after Pastor Amy returns from        

maternity leave. We cannot express the importance of this project and what it has done for our church —allowing 

easy access to our members as well as the public that use our building to further their missions. 

God’s blessings, 

Nancy Newhoff, Stewardship Committee Chair 

Session Highlights for March 

The Session of First Presbyterian Church met Tuesday, March 19, 2019. Rev. Wiles called the meeting to order 
and a quorum was declared. She opened the meeting with devotions and prayer. Minutes of the February Session 
meeting and the Annual Meeting were approved. The Treasurer’s report for February was approved and filed for 
audit. 

The session approved the Baptism of Lucas Paul Blake Robinson on April 7, 2019. 

The Mission and Outreach team will seek a Presbytery Mission grant to support the Boost program at House of 
Hope. 

The offering for One Great Hour of Sharing will be taken on Palm Sunday. 

Christian Nurture and Fellowship will host a Palm Sunday potluck. Ham balls and escalloped potatoes will be  
furnished. The congregation is asked to bring a vegetable, salad or dessert. 

The congregation is asked to bring flowers on Easter Sunday to decorate the cross. Please bring them between 9:15 
a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Coffee and refreshments will be available at that time. 

Stewardship Report  

    Current Period YTD   Annual  

    (February)   2019   Budget  

Total Income   $ 5,719.08  $18,699.34  $365,466.00 

Total Expenses   $ 31,866.87  $70,085.52  $365,466.00  

     -26,147.79    -51,386.18      0.00  

The Foundation pledged $30,000 to the general operating budge in the month of March.  
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Children, Youth, and Family Fellowship 
Stephanie Swenson, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

The Well:  Junior and Senor High Youth!   

We continue to meet on Sundays, from 4:00-5:00 p.m. in 

our Youth Room.  Join us for more movie discussions as 

well as a fun time playing some new games and enjoying 

good fellowship! We will not meet Easter Sunday, April 

21. Enjoy time with family! 

SHINE:  Our Elementary and Parent program! 

We meet on Wednesdays, from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at Cedar 

Falls First Presbyterian.  Supper  is included at 5:30 

and then we split for a time of crafts, games, music and 

stories.  

Registrations are starting to come in and we have some 

of our own children and youth planning to attend a camp 

at Lakeshore Center at Okoboji! Having spent many 

summers attending as a camper and then working on 

staff for 6 years, I know how much this place can make 

a difference in someone’s life. The cool part is that it is 

a place for everyone no matter their age! Grandparents 

can take their grandchildren for a few days! Parents can 

spend a few days with their children away from the  

busyness of places to be. Lakeshore Center is definitely 

a place for everyone to check out! 

Beginning in April, we invite you 

to help send those who are     

wanting to go to camp be able to 

go. There will be a “Coins for 

Camp” jar available during coffee 

hour for you to drop off any loose 

coins or any amount you feel  

willing to help support our church 

family attend camp. The           

experiences a week at camp can 

give to your faith is something 

you can never forget. Please help 

support this wonderful experience! 

   

  Peace, Stephanie 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: VBS 

IS BEING PLANNED!! 

It is with great enthusiasm we share VBS is being 

planned for June 23-27, 2019 at Cedar Heights        

Community Presbyterian Church! Details are still    

being planned and figured out, but we wanted to let you 

know the dates! We are joining forces with First         

Presbyterian Cedar Falls and Cedar Heights Community 

Presbyterian for a week you won’t be able to forget! Be 

on the lookout for more information and feel free to let 

Stephanie know if you want to help with this fun event 

for our Children! Youth are encouraged to mark their  

calendars to help out and pass on great enthusiasm to 

our young friends!  

T-SHIRT ORDER AGAIN! 

Our T-shirt sale did such a great job in the Fall and there 

has been talk that some of you want to order something 

else again! We will have the same shirts available for an 

order that is due April 15 in the office. This order will 

also help support our children and youth attending 

camp! 

 T-Shirts available in youth small-adult 3XL: $15 

 Long Sleeve T-Shirts available in youth small-adult 

5XL: $20 

 Crewneck Sweatshirt available in Adult Small-

Adult 5XL: $25 

If you would like to place an order, please contact 

Stephanie in the office or fill out an order form found 

outside Calvin Hall and return to the office with       

payment included to receive your order. 



First Church Family Birthdays for  

April 

Apr. 2 Bradley Mananga 

Apr. 3 Tommy Roberts 

Apr. 4 Paul Kabel 

Apr. 7 Jim Christensen 

Apr. 8 Cathy Bowers 

Apr. 9 Diane Ernster, John Wiles 

Apr. 10 Nicky Newhoff 

Apr. 19 Abby McClain 

Apr. 22 Bob Reisinger 

Apr. 24 Karen Dew 

Apr. 25 Tye Schellhorn 

Apr. 27 David Schwab 

Apr. 29 Jim Clarke, Soren Edwards 

 

 

 

 

Rebekah Circle will meet Wednesday, April 17, 2019 

at 10:00 a.m. in Calvin Hall. We will continue the 

Horizon Bible Study, “God’s Promise: I Am with 

You.” All are welcome to join us for this Bible Study. 

The annual Spring Gathering will be held at First  

Presbyterian Church in Cedar Falls on Saturday, April 

13, 2019. Registration is at 8:30 a.m. with the program 

beginning at 9:00 a.m. with a free lunch following the 

program. Reservations for the lunch need to be made 

by April 6. Please let Jan Schwab know if you are 

planning to attend and need a reservation for lunch. 

Upcoming Dates 

April 13, 2019 Spring Gathering, First Presbyterian 

Church, Cedar Falls 

April 17, 2019 Rebekah Circle, 10:00 a.m. in Calvin 

Hall 

May 15, 2019 May Breakfast at Perkins on University, 

9:30 to 11:30 

Nurture Faith 

Support Mission, 

Work for Justice and Peace 
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Choir Rehearsal Schedule 

Celebration Ringers rehearses on Wednesdays 

from 6:00-7:00 p.m.   

Sanctuary Choir rehearses on Wednesdays from 

7:30-9:00 a.m.   

PRIME TIMERS: 

APRIL MEETING 

The Prime Timers will meet on Friday, April 26 at 12:00 

noon in Calvin Hall. A chicken and hamburger          

casserole, rolls and beverages will be provided. Please 

bring a salad or dessert to share. 

Our speaker will be Bob Cutsforth who will give a    

program on the “History of the Waterloo Department.” 

All members and friends of the congregation are       

welcome. Reservations are appreciated by Tuesday, 

April 23. If you are not on a calling list please contact 

Ann Sage at 319-233-5787. 

First Church Extends Its Sympathy: 

Cheryl Ersland on the death of her brother-in-law, 

Jerry Ersland of Waterloo, on March 18, 2019.  

Jackie and Dennis Bass on the death of                 

Dennis’ Aunt Barbara Johnson of Parkersburg, on 

March 22, 2019.  

First Presbyterian Care Packages 

Donations for College Student Care Packages are now being collected. These Care Packages will 

be delivered prior to final exams as our way of supporting 12 students with a connection to First 

Presbyterian. A board is in Calvin Hall with tags describing requested donations. Please take a 

tag and purchase a donation. We ask that you attach the tag to the item and place it in the old  

library room. Deadline for donations is April 7.  



505 Franklin Street 

Waterloo, IA  50703 

Phone: 319-233-6145 

 

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  

C H U R C H  

First Church  

Leadership Team 

Elders:  Donna Beaver, Jim  

Christensen, Tom Christensen, Mary 

Kabel, Dan Klann,  Kari O. Narey, 

Nancy Newhoff, Jean Seeland and 

Nancy Valentine 

 

Deacons:  Jan Bellinger,  Beth Klann, 

Gary Lee, Kathy McClain, Marsha 

Muir, Mary Mumm,  Richard Platt, 

Marge Polacek, Ann Sage, and Don 

Schwab 

   

PWC Moderator: Marie Fernau 

Treasurer: Craig Sage 

Clerk of Session: Jean Sealand 

Foundation President: David Kabel 

 

Contact Us 
Phone:  319-233-6145 

 

You may also e-mail the staff at 

the following addresses: 

Rev. Amy Wiles 

amy@1stpresby.org 

Rev. Pat Geadelmann 

pat@1stpresby.org 

Stephanie Swenson 

Stephanie@1stpresby.org 

Kelley Galyen 

Kelley@1stpresby.org 

Dakota Andersen 

anderdav@uni.edu 

Melody Steed 

melnkans@verizon.net 

Brenda Sevcik 

brenda@1stpresby.org 
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Church Office Hours 

9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Monday 

through Thursday (closed 12:00-1:00 

for lunch hour) 

Closed on Fridays 


