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One Memorial Day weekend several years ago, Andy Rooney of 60 Minutes fame ended the weekly news magazine broadcast with this bit of commentary:
	Tomorrow is Memorial Day, the day we have set aside to honor by remembering all the Americans who have died fighting for the thing we like the most about our America: the freedom we have to live as we please…
	For too many Americans, Memorial Day has become just another day off.  There's only so much time any of us can spend remembering those we loved who have died, but the men, boys really, who died in our wars deserve at least a few moments of reflection during which we consider what they did for us.  
	They died.  
	We use the phrase "gave their lives," but they didn’t give their lives.  Their lives were taken from them.  
	There is more bravery at war than in peace, and it seems wrong that we have so often saved this virtue to use for our least noble activity- war.   The goal of war is to cause death to other people.
	Because I was in the Army during World War II, I have more to remember on Memorial Day than most of you.   I had good friends who were killed.  
	Charley Wood wrote poetry in high school.   He was killed when his Piper Cub was shot down while he was flying as a spotter for the artillery.
	Bob O'Connor went down in flames in his B-17.  
	Obie Slingerland and I were best friends and co-captains of our high school football team.   Obie was killed on the deck of the Saratoga when a bomb that hadn’t dropped exploded as he landed.
	I won’t think of them anymore tomorrow, Memorial Day, than I think of them any other day of my life.
	Remembering doesn’t do the remembered any good, of course.   It's for ourselves, the living.   I wish we could dedicate Memorial Day, not to the memory of those who have died at war, but to the idea of saving the lives of the young people who are going to die in the future if we don’t find some new way--some new religion maybe--that takes war out of our lives.
	That would be a Memorial Day worth celebrating.
	Rooney was right- we remember not for the benefit of those who died but for OURSELVES for there is much to be learned from them, from their heroism and their sacrifice.   By hearing their stories and sharing their memories, at least one theme comes across both loud and clear and that is the triumph of the human spirit.  We experience through their eyes how ordinary human beings can accomplish extraordinary feats under great pressure, that the human spirit is such that we can often exhibit remarkable courage in the face of the most overwhelming challenges.  
	Such courage can often be found in the most unexpected places.  One of my best friends in Syracuse also happens to be one of the meekest, most mild persons you could ever meet.  I’ve never heard him utter a negative comment about anyone much less a curse word in the ten years we’ve known each other.  And yet during the Second World War, he was so desperate to get into the Army that he lied about his age, telling the recruiter he was 18 when in fact he was only 16 years old.  Not long afterwards, he was sent to England where he participated in the D-Day invasion of France.  It was therefore appropriate that on the 50th anniversary of the D-Day Landing—June 6, 2004--I had him share his military exploits and the lessons he had learned from them from the church pulpit.  But his military experience didn’t end there for not long after Europe was liberated in May of 1945, he was then shipped half-way around the world to the South Pacific where he helped end the war against Japan.  Now, this quiet unassuming man spends many of his days visiting local classrooms throughout the Syracuse area, sharing his story with children about what became for him a front-row seat to one of history’s most important events.  
	Three weeks ago, Rose, Michael, and I took some friends who had been visiting from back East to the new Iowa Veterans’ Museum here in Waterloo.  As we walked through the various exhibits and saw the stories of Iowans and their participation in America’s conflicts from the Civil War straight up to the present, it was impressed upon me how there are always some causes, some ideals worth fighting for, even if by doing so, it may cost us our lives. There must be SOME things in life so important that we’d be willing to die in order to protect them, or else life is diminished and has very little significance for us.  There must be some rights, some principles SO basic such as a right to freedom and self-determination, a right to some quality of life and a right to civil justice, that we’d be willing to risk our own lives to safeguard them because the alternative would be so much worse.  This becomes evident whether you talk to those veterans who went on the Freedom Flights to Washington, D.C. like Warren Weltge and Ed Stanhope, or speak to any of the Freedom Riders of the 1960’s- those Civil Rights activists who traveled throughout the South to challenge local laws or customs that enforced racial segregation and which often resulted in their being beaten and even killed.
	But we also remember the deeds of those who have gone before us so that we might be inspired to CONTINUE the fight, to FINISH the work they had begun.  This was the thought behind Lincoln’s eloquence in his Gettysburg Address when he said: 
The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.  It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.  It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth. 
What Lincoln was saying was that commemorating the dead involves far more than just festooning City Hall with bunting, calling out the big brass bands, putting little flags on each grave, and then delivering flowery speeches about the bravery of those men who died on battlefields across the world.  No, it was more imperative for those still living to REMEMBER in order that they might be STIRRED to action, that they might be INSPIRED to complete the noble task begun by those who had gone before which for Lincoln was to preserve the Union and return to those ideals in which our nation stood and was originally founded upon.  Only in THAT way do we honor the memories of those who died.
	In a sense, we might be able to call this morning’s scripture lesson PETER’S Gettysburg Address.  Although it is generally acknowledged that Peter did not write this letter, it can be assumed that it was probably written by a disciple or close associate of his who knew and understood Peter’s mind and heart.  Here the author is speaking about the importance of memory and of remembering.  He says three times in three verses that they are to “remember” the truths they were established in for it is by REMEMBERING that they are now belong to God and are each members of Christ’s body, REMEMBERING the doctrines and truths they were first taught, that they will then be able to remain strong in the face of persecution and to challenge those who would pervert the truth for their own benefit.  It is the duty of Christians everywhere to remain firmly founded in the faith.  This will enable them to grow in grace and in the personal knowledge of Jesus Christ which will, in turn, allow them to complete the task to which they were called which is propagating the Good News of Christ’s kingdom and promoting his righteousness throughout the earth.  Through his preaching and teaching, the author hopes to stir the early church to remembrance about the love and grace of Jesus Christ although they already know it and are established in its truth.  Otherwise, the moment the church FORGETS that purpose and DEVIATES from that message, all manner of false doctrine and spiritual decay would enter in.
	Isn’t this what preachers of the Gospel are required to do every time they step into the pulpit- that they are to “remind” persons of the hope and promises found in the Gospel?  I just returned after a week in Minneapolis listening to some of the finest preachers in America, and in sermon after sermon, we were reminded of the high calling to which we’d been summoned and the dangers of ever trivializing it with anything less than the Good News of Jesus Christ.  You see, preaching is not the fine art of keeping people entertained for twenty minutes on a Sunday morning, nor is it trying to sound clever by coming up with new and creative ideas to maintain your wandering attention spans week after week.  As St. Paul told the Christians at Corinth: “When I came to you, brethren, I did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God in lofty words or wisdom.  For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” (1 Corinthians 2:1,2)  Rather, the TRUE purpose of preaching is to STIR YOUR MEMORY.  It is to help you, the congregation, to remember who you are in Jesus Christ and of those truths you were first grounded in if you are ever to grow into the kind of person God desires you to become.  It is recalling the simple truths of the Gospel, reminding us about our own liabilities and limitations as human beings but ALSO of the continuing grace and goodness of Jesus Christ in our lives which helps us overcome them.  
“Remembering” has been Bible’s prescription since the very beginning.  Over and over, God told the Israelites to "remember" his covenant with them for that was the one guarantee of his faithfulness and their blessing.  He said to them often, "Remember how I brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage."  The Exodus, the Israelites flight from Egypt, was the single most central event in all their history.  To forget that would be to forget that God was their help and salvation.  In the New Testament, the disciples received the same word of instruction- to "remember."  In Jesus, we see one who was always reaching out to the poor, the sick, the alienated, the disinherited, the fearful, the lonely.  He was their friend and he opened up his arms to them, enlisting them in his ministry.  He incorporated them into his spiritual fellowship, the church, where they were welcomed and accepted, not on the basis of who they were or what they had done, but what they could BECOME as faithful followers of Christ.  He filled them with his Spirit and promised he would never abandon nor forsake them, that he would accompany them even unto the ends of the earth.  He made them feel that they never had to be anxious or lonely again.  However, they were to always "REMEMBER" this and not forget it.  This is why in the Lord's Supper, Jesus instructed that they were to always celebrate it "in remembrance of him."  
	I cannot emphasize this more strongly, that we can never mature as spiritual beings if we don’t first REMEMBER the marvelous things God has done for us through his Son, Jesus Christ. He never stops reminding us that because he IS our Father and we are his children, we are loved with an everlasting love and NOTHING will ever separate us from either his presence or his love- EVER!  We are to “stamp it behind our eyeballs” as one seminary professor of mine liked to say.  This is why we GO TO PRAYER every day, so that we not only can talk to our Heavenly Father and “tell him all about our troubles” but so he can remind us of how much we are cared for and how closely he holds US to his heart.  This is why we ENGAGE IN BIBLE STUDY because within its pages, we are reminded of the promises of God and of his pledge of faithfulness to each one of us.  And this is why we GATHER FOR WORSHIP on Sunday mornings, so we might not only tell God how much we love HIM but so we might be reminded how even MORE is his constant love for US!
Friends, the scripture record is clear that the POWER of the gospel lies in our ability to "remember"- to REMEMBER Jesus Christ and his promises to us.  And the reason it exhorts us to “remember” is because it is so darn easy for us to “FORGET!”  It is so easy for us to become overwhelmed with problems and cares and difficulties and just tending to our day-to-day responsibilities that we eventually “forget” who it is that “walks with us and talks with us and who tells us that we are his own.”  Without being intentional about remembering, we can soon find ourselves drifting away from him and not even REALIZING it, the same way a boat will slowly drift away from its mooring as the tide goes in and out if it is not securely tied to the dock. In time, we may eventually forget he is there for us ENTIRELY- forget he is within us and in whatever happenstance we may presently find ourselves in.  
Without intentionally remembering, we can also find ourselves slowly drifting away from his CHURCH, from our much-needed fellowship with other members of Christ’s body and all the resources that are a part of her--her teachings, her sacraments, and her missionary activity--so that we no longer feel we even NEED the church in our lives, that we can “do quite well on our own, thank you.”  This is what the author of the book of Hebrews warned the early church of when he wrote: “Therefore we must pay the closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.  For if the message declared by angels was valid and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation.”(2:1,2)  Believe me when I say that the greatest enemy you or I can EVER have is not the devil with his manifold temptations.  NO, it is the penchant we have for so easily FORGETTING that we have to be wary of, of the spiritual AMNESIA that can so quickly develop if we aren’t vigilant about it!
Therefore, on this Memorial Day weekend, Americans pause to remember those brave men and women who lost their lives on battlefields all over this world to safeguard those ideals we prize so much, those most basic principles of freedom and justice.  By remembering, we honor them.  Similarly, Christians all over the world ALSO remember- we REMEMBER that we are children of God and loved by him as much as the greatest saint; REMEMBER that God has forgiven us and cleansed us and called us into perfect fellowship with himself; REMEMBER that he has filled us with his Spirit and will journey beside us and within us through the valleys of this world, on into the next; REMEMBER that he is our Father and we are his children, that he will care for us and carry us through life's most difficult moments.  When we remember how much God LOVES us, that he has FORGIVEN us, that he has CALLED us his very own children and promises he will CARE for us and ACCOMPANY us through this life and on into the next, then our personal response to him becomes one of gratitude and love, and THIS, in turn, becomes the most powerful memory of ALL.  Let us pray... 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Gracious God, our Heavenly Father, forgive us all for being so lackadaisical in our Christian faith, for taking your grace for granted and not being vigilant about preserving your work in our lives.  Help us to “remember” how your love for us is constant and that you never leave our side. Keep us from becoming so overwhelmed with our own problems and duties that we shove you into the back of our minds and you eventually become an afterthought.  Help keep us close to you.  In the name of your Son Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.
