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Let’s simply listen to the text.  I must take you back a chapter to chapter 2 verse 12 where it says that “the sons of Eli were scoundrels they had no regard for the Lord”.  If we would read on we would hear that they were completed self centered – no regard for the Lord or God’s people.  You know there are some who just do not get it.  If we would use California terminology we may say they were flaky.  
And the point is the lineage of priests was letting them down – the old was not working and the deterioration of the old was making way for the new.  That is the back ground for our text.
There is a sermon right there – this week there will be an inauguration of a new President – please don’t misunderstand me – this is not a political statement but there is in the air a desire for the new.  I heard on the news the other morning – a resident of Wash DC who was urging all who came to the event to bring an extra bag so they could carry out their own trash – so the Washington mall would be left the way they found it.  If indeed we are in a time when – we the citizens are ready to say what can I do to help – not what can I get from the government or how can I cheat the government --- if we are at that time we are indeed ready for the new.  Think of all the ways the old is passing away this week – making for the new.

Or should we talk about church.  Even Joe Pew Sitter can feel there is radical decay going on in the church in America – if you could ride with me for a month from church to church you could see it first hand.  The old is passing away and yet many Christians are not ready to let go of the old to make room for the new God wants to bring.

There may be a sermon in there but the text has more to say to us.

Secondly as we listen to the text we need to hear verse one of chapter three – before  Samuel and Eli have their encounter with God – we read the “Word of God was rare in those days”.  Now I ask how often you hear a phrase like that in the scriptures. – The word of God was rare….
One commentary I consulted pointed out how rare a comment like this is – the rest of the scriptures say to us that God is a talker – God is a communicator.  The theologians say to us –   We would know nothing at all about God except for the fact God revealed himself.

- Many would say look at Creation --- God speaks to us through creation.

We are still reveling in the after glow of Christmas --- and what is the Christmas message – John’s gospel explains it --- in the beginning was the WORD.  God has always been communicating -- but the Christmas story is John 1:14 “and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  When it seemed God’s word wasn’t getting through --- God decided to come in person.  Jesus is the epitome of God’s communication.  God was using a megaphone in Jesus.
And -- Sitting where we sit we have the scriptures – as we enter 2009 every thinking person has some trepidation in his or her heart.  We know we are walking on thin ice on this economy and we are hoping we will not fall through.
But for those who have the scriptures we have in our hearts - Psa. 23, “The Lord is my Shepherd I shall not want….”  And we have Matthew 6 where Jesus says, “Therefore I tell you do not worry about your life…. look at the birds of the air and the flowers of the field, they toil not, neither do they spin yet your Heavenly father feeds them.  Are you not of more value than they….”
We have the scriptures – God goes on talking.  Fred Craddock the great teacher of preachers tells of a hospital visit.
“I went to see a lady in our church who was facing surgery.  I went to see her in the hospital.  She had never been in the hospital before, and the surgery was major.  I walked in there.  She was a nervous wreck, and she started crying.  She wanted me to pray with her, which I did.  By her bed there was a stack of books and magazines: True Love, Mirror, Hollywood Today, stuff about Elizabeth Taylor and folks.  She just had a stack of them there, and she was a wreck.  It occurred to me, there’s not a calorie in that whole stack to help her through her experience.  She had no place to dip down into a reservoir and come up with something – a word, a phrase, a thought, an idea, a memory, a person.  Just empty.  

How marvelous is the life of the persons who, like a wise homemaker, when the berries and fruits and vegetables are ripe, puts them away in jars and cans in the cellar.  Then when the ground is cold, icy, and barren and nothing seems alive, she goes down into the cellar, comes up and it’s May and June at her family’s table.  How blessed is that person.”  (From CRADDOCK STORIES).

The truth is that God has been communicating right along but the question is --- is anyone listening?

Which leads us to our next point from the text – When Eli catches on that maybe this voice Samuel is hearing is the Lords – he instructs Samuel to respond – “Speak Lord for your servant is listening.”  And when the Lord calls again – Samuel says – speak Lord for your servant is listening.

I know you could tell me – if the person sitting next to you is a good listener – if he or she is your spouse – you could really tell me.  And even if you just had a few minutes with your neighbor before the service of worship --- you could still tell me if your neighbor knows how to listen or if when you were speaking your neighbor was thinking about how they were going to respond.  
I’ll never forget a Thanksgiving meal – we had moved to a new community and this couple graciously invited us to their home for Thanksgiving.  They were at opposite ends of the table for the meal and my wife and I felt we were at a ping pong match.
She would speak. 

He would speak. 

She would speak. 

He would speak.
Neither of them listened to each other nor did it seem to matter that we were in the room.  I don’t know how the marriage has survived.

There is that quote – listeners are not only appreciated by everyone but eventually they know something.

The text speaks a powerful word about listening. – Samuel says – “Speak Lord for your servant is listening.”
The fourth and final point I would have us catch from this text is that Samuel obeys. Samuel goes on to be God’s person.  In the gospel reading –we have the call of the disciples, those young men who left everything to follow Jesus.  The word I really want us to catch today is the word OBEDIENCE.
This word seems to truly be absent in the church today or at least in the mainline church.  Since we believe God is a talker --- since we believe God communicates how we are to live this life through the scriptures, through the church, through our relationship with God through prayer and listening --- then are we willing to obey to follow.

I would guess somewhere along the way – God has been nudging you – but then the benediction comes and you go home.  Many years ago there was a Christian group called FAITH AT WORK.  Maybe some of you remember it.  Bruce Larson and Keith Miller were prominent names in the movement.  One of the books which come from that time (late 60s and 70s) was ASK ME TO DANCE by Bruce Larson.  In ASK ME TO DANCE Larson offers a “Covenant to grow as a Christian” For all who were serious about Obedience to Christ they would sign this covenant.
Listen to the points of the covenant.
A COVENANT TO GROW AS A CHRISTIAN
1. To keep a one-half hour of devotions at the time set daily

2. To pray continually throughout the day, offering up flash prayers for self, others or situations and to give thanks

3. To share life in small group

4. To make retreat personally two hours monthly.  (This means two hours alone with God for inventory, confession, intercession, thanksgiving, future plans, rereading of marriage vows, ordination vows, etc.)

5. To express my Christian vocation in specific social action (such as: care for or service to the needy, sick, orphans, shut-ins, handicapped; community betterment, or political, interracial or intercultural programs, etc.)
6. To tithe consistently

7. To offer grace at each meal.  (This should be done quietly and without ostentation in public, we decided.)

8. To share worship daily with my household, weekly in church

9. To life frugally, practicing simplicity in my spending, eating, keeping fit, sleeping enough, using my surplus for others.  (We decided that living frugally would be defined to mean “the judicious use of all of our resources, including time, talents, money and health”)

10. To grow intellectually as a Christian reading a solid book at least monthly.

There really should be a prelude - 
Knowing that God loves me and calls me His child

Knowing the message of the cross that Jesus died to cover the sin of the world including my sin.
Knowing God’s Spirit is with me every moment of every day.

Knowing God does not want me to live my life in isolation but has given me other Christians – the church.

Are you willing to take a step of obedience this morning?  Maybe you can’t sign on for all ten but maybe you could promise for one or two or three???

Maybe in response you could sign on.
Like the early disciples signed on.
Like Samuel signed on.
Our youngest Rachel is a senior at Wartburg College.  She is a wonderful gift.  I remember when she was in Junior High or maybe early in her High School years, she went through that “I know….” stage.  You parents know the stage.  Whatever I would say to Rach she would say, “I know Dad!”  Especially if there was any kind of direction in my comment to her --- Rach, your room needs some attention – “I know Dad!”  Rach, it is time for your homework.”  “I know Dad.”  Eventually I said to Rach – I would like a little different response then “I know”.  I would like to hear, “I will, Dad”
I wonder if God may feel the same way.  I wonder if God would like to hear I will.
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