Wednesday, January 25, 2012:  An E-Note from the Pastor…
Dear Members and Friends of First Pres, after a long illness, the Rev. Dr. Jack Boelens, former Pastor of First Pres from 1979-1987, died peacefully in his sleep on January 23, 2012.  Jack lived a full life whose Christian faith and love of family, dedication to the Presbyterian Church and causes for justice were renowned.  Jack ministered to communities as a clergy in Washington, D.C.; Wheaton, MD; Orchard Park, NY; El Paso, TX; East Lansing, MI; Waterloo and Ames, IA.  In 1968, he served as a volunteer chaplain on the USS Hope Hospital Ship in Ceylon (Sri Lanka). Jack and Joan relocated to Houston in 1987 where he began serving as General Presbyter for the Presbytery of New Covenant until retiring in 1994.  He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Joan Preston Hudson Boelens, by his sister Natalie, and his three sons and their wives, John and Susan, Jim and Ann, Mark and Pam.  He is also survived by five grandchildren and their spouses, Lee and Jamie Boelens, Melissa and Robert Taylor, David and Rachel Boelens, Jamie Boelens, Laurie Boelens and two great-grandchildren, Parker and Caden.  Memorial Service will be at 1 p.m. on Thursday, January 26th at St Philip Presbyterian Church, 4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056.
Last Sunday, I preached on “Forgiveness and Healing” based on the story of the healing of the paralytic from Mark 2:1-12.  We saw how TRUE healing is never accomplished unless a healing of the heart and soul takes place first through extending and receiving forgiveness- from God and from one another.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]This Sunday, my sermon is entitled “Who Does God Root For?”   One week before the Super Bowl, we’re going to try to answer the question “Does God play favorites?” whether we’re talking about sports teams or individuals or even nations.  I think you will find it to be an intriguing sermon the answer of which will surprise you.
In the Sunday morning Adult Class, Jan and I are launching a new Adam Hamilton video series entitled “Who Is This Man?” concerning the identity of Jesus Christ.  As with all of Hamilton’s videos, you will be greatly enriched by it.  We meet every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in Calvin Hall.
Pastor Dave
Please Keep in Prayer:  Tom Campbell; Russ Gardner; Dorothy Jennings at Manor Care; Irene Bird, at the medical pavilion at Friendship Village, Dorothy Sohner; Marjorie Hunting, at Lutheran Home in Cedar Falls; Margaret Diestelmeier; Mary Haasis, Eleanor Nottger, the rest of our shut-ins; peace in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other hot spots around the globe. 
